INDIAN RECREATIONS

precautions taken to fecure his death, the body, to-
gether with the cott upon which it lies, is furrounded
with dried wood, and thus confumed by the flames.
The afhes are then fcattered about the place, and
bathed with water* This laft ceremony performed,
the attendants retire to their huts, with an indiffsr-
C that feem<$ to approach to mfenfibility.

IN cafes of extreme poverty, where the property of
the deceafcd Ls not fufficient to procure wood, and
iuch cafes are common in Bengal, the body is com-
mitted entire to the itream immediately after death.
Inconveniences attend this practice, of a nature ftilj
more ferious than the impreffions of melancholy and
ilifguft, which unavoidably arife, on beholding human
carcaffes devoured by kites and vultures, as they float
along upon the furface of the water, The banks of
the river become piitrid aod noxious ; tibeir e^hala-
tions propagate difeafe with an alarming rapidity in
the neighbourhood of populous towns,

FOR fame years paft, the city of M< *rcihedabad,
and the adjoining villages of Calcapore, and C'ofiim-
bazar, have been threatened with devaluation, by the
uniwifalify of difeafes at the feafon already men-
tio&ed* Profeffional men have imputed this in jpart
to the impurity of the river, and the putridity of ks
banks^ contracted by the depofition of fo many hu-
man cairtafes, and impure matters as could not bt*
away by ths lirength of the ftream.

SECT.